
Year 4 – Curriculum Map Chris Quigley 2020-2021 

 Autumn 1  

 

Autumn 2  

 

  

Spring 1  Spring 2  

  

Summer 1  

  

Summer 2  

  

Main theme Cut-throat Celts vs. Rotten Romans! 

Horrible Histories – Roman and Celts  

Under the sea! 

David Attenborough – Blue Planet  

Gruesome guts!   Mighty Mountains! 

Literacy • Narrative – Quest - Story with an 

historical setting (Tertius and the 

terrible hunt by Ann Jungman)  

• Non Chronological reports – Celtic 

warriors (Boudicca)  

To gather evidence (historian)  

To collect and organise information 

To present data (upper KS2 – computing skill)  

• Instructions – Celts - How to build a 

Celtic shield 

 To design with a purpose 

 

To evaluate, refine and improve 

 

To explore and compare product design (DT skill) 

• Recount – Diary entry of life as a Roman 

Soldier The diary of a young Soldier by M. 

Butterfield  

• Persuasion – letter to Roman army  

• Discussion – Celts vs. Romans  

• Narrative – Story with an imaginary 

setting (voyage and return) – The Green 

Ship or Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

by Roald Dahl  

• Non Chronological report – Marine life 

• Journalistic recount – plastic in the ocean.  

• Persuasive posters –climate change (polar 

caps/polar bears)    

• Narrative – Author 

Study – David Walliams 

The midnight Gang by 

David Walliams  

• Instructions  

• Narrative – Suspense 

story linked to Demon 

Dentist 

• Balanced argument 

Write a balanced letter 

to Mrs Smith re: 

vending machine at 

school   

• Narrative – 

Adventure – 

warning stories 

Challenge text – 

Michael 

Morpurgo’s 

Kensuke’s 

Kingdom 

• Persuasion – 

holiday in the 

Alps 

• Performance 

Poetry 

• Poetry - Free 

Verse  

Class Text Boudicca and her 

barmy army, I was 

there…  

 

Tertius and the terrible 

hunt by Ann Jungman  

Michael Morpurgo - This morning a whale came Demon Dentist by David 

Walliams  

 

Jacqueline Wilson Cliff 

hanger  

 



    

Science Ask relevant questions. 

• Set up simple, practical enquiries and 

comparative and fair tests. 

• Gather, record and present data in a variety of 

ways to help in answering questions. 

• Use results to draw simple conclusions and 

suggest improvements, new questions and 

predictions for setting up further tests. 

Physics – Sound 

• Identify how sounds are made, associating some 

of them with something vibrating. 

• Recognise that vibrations from sounds 

travel through a medium to the ear. 

• Recognise that a switch opens and closes a 

circuit and associate this with whether or not a 

lamp lights in a simple series circuit.  

• Recognise some common conductors 

and insulators, and associate metals with being 

good conductors 

think independently  

carry out scientific investigations 

use written and verbal explanations 

report scientific findings 

undertake practical work  

Biology – All Living Things – Living things and their 

habitats. 

• Gather, record, classify and present data in a 

variety of ways to help in answering questions. 

• Record findings using simple scientific 

language, drawings, labelled diagrams, bar charts 

and tables. 

• Report on findings from enquiries, including 

oral and written explanations, displays or 

presentations of results and conclusions. 

• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a 

variety of ways. 

• Explore and use classification keys. 

• Recognise that environments can change and that 

this can sometimes pose dangers to specific 

habitats. 

raise questions about working scientifically 

use written and verbal explanations 

use scientific vocabulary 

Biology – Animals including 

humans – Teeth and digestion  

• Identify differences, 

similarities or changes 

related to simple, scientific 

ideas and processes. 

• Use straightforward, scientific 

evidence to answer questions or 

to support their findings. 

• Describe the simple functions 

of the basic parts of the 

digestive system in humans. 

• Identify the different types 

of teeth in humans and their 

simple functions. 

Construct and interpret a 

variety of food 

chains, identifying producers, 

predators and prey. 

• Identify that animals, need 

the right types and amounts of 

nutrition, that they cannot make 

their own food.   

(DT skill)  To prepare food 

hygienically.  To use assembling 

and cooking techniques  

think independently  

carry out scientific investigations 

solve challenging problems 

Chemistry – States of 

matter – water and 

evaporation over 

mountains. 

• Make accurate 

measurements using 

standard units, using a 

range of equipment, e.g. 

thermometers and data 

loggers. 

States of Matter 

• Compare and group 

materials together, 

according to whether 

they are solids, liquids or 

gases. 

• Observe that some 

materials change state 

when they are heated or 

cooled, and measure 

the temperature at which 

this happens in 

degrees Celsius (°C), 

building on their teaching 

in mathematics. 

• Identify the part 

played by evaporation 

and condensation in the 

water cycle and associate 

the rate of evaporation 

with temperature. 

think independently  



use written and verbal explanations 

solve challenging problems 

report scientific findings 

undertake practical work  

report scientific findings 

use scientific vocabulary 

History Celts; 

*farming 

*Boudicca 

* round houses/forts  

Romans; 

*Julius Caesar – invasion 

*Power of their army 

*Boudicca  

*How the Romans changed Britain 

• Describe different accounts of a historical 

event, explaining some of the reasons why the 

accounts may differ. 

To interpret and compare sources 

To explain events of the past 

To gather evidence (historian)  

 

• Suggest causes and consequences of some of 

the main events and changes in history. 

• Give a broad overview of life in Britain 

from ancient until medieval times. 

   



• Describe the characteristic features of the 

past, including attitudes and experiences of men, 

women and children. 

• Place events and historical figures on a time line 

using dates. 

To ask historical questions 

To question events 

• Understand the concept of change over time.   

To use chronological language 

To use chronology  

To use historical vocabulary 

• Use appropriate historical vocabulary 

to communicate, including:  

    • dates  

    • time period  

    • era  

    • change  

    • chronology. 

• Use literacy, numeracy and computing skills to 

a good standard in order to 

communicate information about the past. 

To use chronological language 

To use chronology 

To gather evidence 

 



 

Geography *Map work on where Romans invaded Britain  

- to read compass points and grid references 

*8 points on a compass – where they marched and 

battles. 

 

• Name and locate the countries of Europe 

and identify their main physical and 

human characteristics 

• Use maps, atlases to locate countries. 

• Human geography, including: settlements and 

land use. 

• Use the eight points of a compass, four-

figure grid references, and symbols and key to 

communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom and 

the wider world. 

To use geographical resources 

To ask and answer geographical questions 

To read compass points and grid references 

To use fieldwork and observation skills 

 

*Hemisphere, latitude, longitude and time zones – 

identifying these and where the animals are, which 

oceans, linked with this work. 

 

• Name and locate the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle and date time zones. Describe 

some of the characteristics of these geographical 

areas 

To use geographical language and  vocabulary 

To use geographical resources 

To ask and answer geographical questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*physical geography of a 

mountain 

*water cycle 

*naming towns and cities 

in the UK and identifying 

mountains in the UK 

 Name and locate 

counties and cities of the 

United  

Kingdom, geographical 

regions and 

their identifying human 

and physical 

characteristics, including 

hills, mountains, cities, 

rivers, key topographical 

features and land-use 

patterns; and understand 

how some of these 

aspects have changed 

over time.  

• Name and locate the 

countries of Europe 

and identify their main 

physical and 

human characteristics. 

• Use maps, atlases to 

locate countries. 

• Describe key aspects 

of:  

• physical geography, 

including: 



rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes and the 

water cycle.  

To understand and explain 

physical features 

To understand and explain 

human features 

To compare locations 

To understand the local 

area 

 

Design and 

Technology 

 Design, make, evaluate 

To use cutting techniques 

To use modify and create textiles 

To construct and assemble 

products 

To design with a purpose 

 

To evaluate, refine and improve 

 

To explore and compare product 

design 

To collect visual information (art) 

(Making tooth brush page/purse 

for tooth?)  

Cut materials accurately and 

safely by selecting appropriate 

tools. 

 



• Measure and mark out to the 

nearest millimetre. 

• Apply appropriate cutting and 

shaping techniques that include 

cuts within the perimeter of the 

material (such as slots or 

cut outs). 

• Select appropriate joining 

techniques. 

• Understand the need for a 

seam allowance. 

• Join textiles with appropriate 

stitching. 

• Select the most appropriate 

techniques to decorate textiles. 

• Improve upon existing designs, 

giving reasons for choices. 

• Design with purpose by 

identifying opportunities to 

design. 

• Make products by working 

efficiently (such as by carefully 

selecting materials). 

• Refine work and techniques as 

work progresses, continually 

evaluating the product design 

Art Roman mosaic - Collage –  

To collect visual information 

To respond to artistic ideas 

To take inspiration from artists 

Painting, charcoal, sketching – underwater animal - 

same one, different mediums. 

• Adapt and refine ideas as they progress. 

• Explore ideas in a variety of ways. 

• Shape and stitch materials. 

• Use basic cross stitch and 

back stitch. 

• Colour fabric. 

Sculpture – making a 

mountain. The Alps.  

Sculpture - • Use clay 

and other mouldable 

materials. 

• Add materials to 



 • Select and arrange materials for a striking 

effect. 

• Ensure work is precise. 

• Use coiling, overlapping, tessellation, mosaic 

and montage. 

• Use layers of two or more colours. 

• Replicate patterns observed in natural or 

built environments.  

• Make precise repeating patterns 

 

• Use different hardnesses of pencils to show line, 

tone and texture. 

• Sketch lightly (no need to use a rubber 

to correct mistakes) 

To develop colour and patterns using brush techniques 

To use drawing skills 

To use printing techniques 

 

• Create weavings. 

• Quilt, pad and gather fabric. 

To use cutting techniques 

To use fixing techniques 

 

 

provide interesting 

detail. 

To sculpt with a range of 

resources 

 

Computing  CODING  

• To understand and import instructions  
• To use coding for controlling objects  
• To use variables for calculations (KS2)  
•  Use specified screen coordinates to 

control movement  
• Control the shade of the pens  
• Specify conditions to trigger events. 
• Create conditions for actions by sensing 

proximity or by waiting for a user input 
(such as proximity to a specified colour 
or a line or response to questions) 

• Use variables to store a value. 
• Use the functions define, set, change, 

show and hide to control the variables. 
• Use the Reporter operators () + () () -() 

() * () () / () to perform calculations.  

Online Safety – Gaming:  

*Content – inappropriate material and 
language  

*Contact - chatting with people they do not 
know, unwanted contact (bullying). 

CONNECTING 

• To use online platforms appropriately 

• To be safe and responsible  

• To understand e-safety laws 

• Understand the term ‘copyright’. 

• Understand how online services work.  

 

Online Safety –  

*Content – social media, live 

streaming, privacy settings  

*Contact – online contacts, 

geolocation, number of likes and well-

being  

*Conduct – digital footprint, online 

laws, reporting  

*Social Media checklist 

 

 

COMMUNICATING  

• To create messages 

• To communicate 
through APPs and 
devices  

• Use some of the 
advanced features of 
applications and 
devices in order to 
communicate ideas, 
work or messages 
professionally  

Online Safety –  

*Content – video chat and 
webcams, ephemeral or 
expiring content  

*Contact – cyberbullying, 
grooming, online contacts, 
fake friends  

*Conduct – online 
reputation, online 

COLLECTING 

• To collect and 
organise data 

• Devise and 
construct 
databases using 
applications 
designed for this 
purpose in areas 
across the 
curriculum 

Online Safety –  

*Content – downloading, 
inaccurate information, 
fake news 

 *Contact – people might 
not be who they say they 
are going the 
information, reliability of 
the website, check 3 
sources  



*Conduct – oversharing of information, 
online reputation, reporting *SMART 
checklist  

harassment, impact on 
themselves and others 
*Social Media checklist 
Possible Curriculum Link – 
Tesco, Superstores etc 

*Conduct – reliability 
and responses to online 
information, impact on 
others  

*Critical thinking check 
list.  

Possible Curriculum Link 
– mountains 

RE Understanding 

Christianity – 

creation story  

Understanding 

Christianity – incarnation 

(Trinity)   

Other faith – 

Judaism  

Understanding Christianity – 

salvation (Easter/Holy week) 

Understanding Christianity – 

Gospel - Good Samaritan 

parable, love thy neighbour  

the idea of ‘good news’ links to the 

practice of being thankful. 

Other faith  

Music *Learn to sing and use their voices- carol concert 

I Sing Pop  

To control and adapt my voice when singing 

To create effects using instruments 

To perform to an audience  

 

• Sing from memory with accurate pitch. 

• Sing in tune. 

• Maintain a simple part within a group. 

• Pronounce words within a song clearly. 

• Show control of voice. 

• Perform with control and awareness of others. 

Create their own piece of music using tempo, tone 

and structure. 

• Recognise the symbols for a minim, crotchet 

and semibreve and say how many beats 

they represent.  

• Understand layers of sounds and discuss 

their effect on mood and feelings. 

• Compose and perform melodic songs. 

• Create accompaniments for tunes.  

• Use digital technologies to compose pieces 

of music (record own songs)  

To create patterns of sound 
 
To combine musical elements (including digitally) 

To use symbols for notation 
 
To read and understand musical notation 

 

 



• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, 

beat, tempo, texture and use of silence to 

describe music/sound (link to science – sound)  

To use musical vocabulary 
 
To listen and describe elements of music 

 

P.E Games – Basketball 

• Throw and catch 

with control and 

accuracy. 

• Pass to team mates 

at appropriate times. 

Maintain possession 

of a ball (with, 

e.g. feet, a hockey 

stick or hands). 

 

*To adapt running 
through speed and 
stamina 
*To develop throwing for 
a purpose 
*To jump for a purpose 
*To compete against 

others or myself 

 

Dance 

*To copy and repeat 
movements 
*To move with a purpose 
*To move the body with control 
and balance 
*To plan and perform 

movements 

 

• Lead others and act as a 

respectful team member 

• Plan, perform and repeat 

sequences. 

• Move in a clear, fluent 

and expressive manner. 

• Refine movements into 

sequences. 

• Create dances and 

movements that convey a 

definite idea. 

• Change speed and levels 

within a performance.  

• Develop physical 

strength and suppleness 

by practising moves and 

stretching. 

Dance – dance festival performance 

 

Swimming  

• Swim between 25 and 50 metres unaided. 

• Use more than one stroke and 

coordinate breathing as appropriate for the 

stroke being used. 

• Coordinate leg and arm movements. 

• Swim at the surface and below the water 

*To develop and use strokes 
*To coordinate and control legs and arms 
*To use accurate breathing techniques 

 

Athletics  - (merge middle 

school)  

• Run over a longer distance, 

conserving energy in order to 

sustain performance.  

• Use a range of throwing 

techniques (such as under arm, 

over arm). 

• Throw with accuracy to 

cover a distance. 

• Jump using a run up. 

• aim to improve personal best 

performances.  

*To be prepared and ready 
*To understand risk 
*To lead or work within a team 
*To adapt and show resilience 

*To adapt running through speed and 

stamina 

*To develop throwing for a purpose 

*To jump for a purpose 

*To compete against others or myself 

Rounders  (merge middle 

school) 

• Strike a ball and field 

with control.  

• Choose appropriate 

tactics to cause problems 

for the opposition. 

• Lead others and act as 

a respectful 

team member. 

 

*To strike an object 

*To retrieve and receive an 

object 

*To lead or work within a team 

*To compete as an individual 

*To develop accuracy 

 

 

PSHE PSHE is not specifically taught but is immersed into all teaching and developed specifically in collective worship time 



 

 

Suggested 

visits / 

inspirational 

activities 

/ themed 

events   

• Celts vs. 

Romans day 

@ Hadleigh 

round house, 

country park 

01702-

551072 £8 

per child. 

(Proposed:5th 

December 

2019)  

 

• Celts dress up 

day in school – 

themed day off 

timetable  

• Remembrance 

learning – themed 

week? (Nov)  

• I sing 

Pop/cathedral – 

carol concert 

(Dec)  

• Palace 

Theatre 

Dance 

Festival 

trip (Jan) 

• World 

Book Day  

- 

Billionaire 

Boy @ 

Cliffs 

Pavilion, 

Friday 

24th 

January 

10:30 

parents to 

drop off 

at 

theatre, 

£11.50 

each + 

coach 1 

way 

01702-

351135 

• Southend Aquarium 

08716631679 

£7:50 per child – 

linked with beach 

clean up?   

• Weekly swimming 

lessons  

• Walk to St Margaret’s 

Church, link to RE 

module 

 

• Walk to local dentist?  
• https://www.dentalhealth.org/class-visit-

to-the-dentist 

• Sam in to talk to 

class about 

Mountains  

 

• Transition week  

 

 

• Aspirations 

service @ St. 

Chad’s church 

(Year 4 only)   

 

  

https://www.dentalhealth.org/class-visit-to-the-dentist
https://www.dentalhealth.org/class-visit-to-the-dentist

