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What we aim to achieve: 

Being computing savvy is a fundamental life skill and at St Margaret’s Academy, we encourage 

children to develop a positive, knowledgeable and safe view towards Computing and the Digital 

World. We aim to provide the pupils with a Computing curriculum that promotes online safety and 

computing skills needed so that we develop individuals who are digitally savvy, well-informed and 

confident. 

It is important that Computing is purposeful and we develop children’s critical thinking skills to help 
build their understanding of the online world and prepare them for future lives in Modern Britain. To 
provide this computing ethos, we have a skills based Computing Curriculum. These skills are shared 
with the children and are used to teach the National Curriculum (2014) using Chris Quigley Milestones. 
 
 
The 3 areas of our Computing Curriculum: 

• Online safety (see E-safety Policy) 

• Technical skills 

• Digital Literacy 
 
 
 
The Computing Skills: 

• To understand and import instructions 

• To use coding for controlling objects 

• To use variables for calculations (KS2) 

• To use online platforms appropriately 

• To be safe and responsible 

• To understand e-safety laws 

• To create messages 

• To communicate through APPs and devices 

• To collect and organise data 

• To present data (upper KS2) 
 

 

This Computing Policy sits in line with our E-Safety Policy and Code of Conduct 

 

 

 

 

 



Within Computing sessions we aim: 

✓ To ensure children are taught the importance of online safety and how to protect 
themselves online 

✓ For Computing lessons to teach a range of technical skills and how these translate into the 
real world 

✓ To ensure lessons are skills based 
✓ To build links between Computing (especially Digital Literacy) and other curriculum areas. 
✓ For each child to leave St Margaret’s school being able to be able to apply these skills at an 

appropriate level to their ability in the real world. 
✓ For children to have open and honest discussions about the online world. 
✓ To use digital literacy to develop critical thinking 
✓ To prepare children for digital Modern Britain 

 
 

How we teach Computing – Organisation and Implementation 

Our Computing Curriculum has the 3 key areas; technical skills, online safety and digital literacy. 
 
The technical skills are taught discretely in 4 block units; 

• Coding 

• Connecting 

• Communicating 

• Collecting 
 

Within these units, online safety is embedded throughout. This is supported by our E-safety Policy. 
The online safety focusing on;  

• Content 

• Contact 

• Conduct. 
 
Digital literacy is used in a cross-curricular links within other subjects. This allows children to apply 
their learning to the real world and develop critical thinking skills which is needed in the real world, 
online and later life. 
 
Planning 

• As a school, we use the Chris Quigley milestones as a basis for planning and progress across 
year groups. 

• Across a year, all the skills will be covered, in every year group, at least once. 

• These milestones are split into the four areas for technical skills, which are taught in every 
year group. 

• Within each computing unit there the skills being taught and the learning intentions. 

• All teachers (Y1 – 6) use the long term plans to produce short term plans for each computing 
unit. These are available for scrutiny in teacher’s planning files. 

• In all year groups, children are taught in mixed ability classes.  First quality teaching and 
differentiation ensures all children have work that is accurately pitched and challenged for 
their needs. 
 

 

 



Foundation Stage: 

• All children take part in computing lessons which match the statements in the ELG 
document. 
 
 

How we monitor  

• All Computing monitoring is undertaken by the Subject Leader and SLT. Monitoring will take 
place at least termly under the guidance of the Head Teacher and in accordance with the 
single plan and monitoring calendar.  This includes: 
- Planning scrutinies (long and short term planning) 
- Book scrutinies 
- Computing Subject Leader report to SLT and Governing Body. 
- Drop in visits 
- Pupil Voice 

 

• All monitoring undertaken produces feedback which is shared with all staff and logged in 
their learning logs.  
 

• All teachers have a professional partner.  These professional partners allow teachers to 
discuss feedback given to them.  Teachers are encouraged to complete observations and 
drop in visits with their professional partner based upon their performance management 
targets and feedback given. 
 

How we assess 

In Computing, the school uses the Chris Quigley and a skills bank. All children have the skills bank in 

their Foundation books.  

• All children have a skills bank in the front of their Foundation books. This shows the skills 
covered across the Computing Curriculum. 

• Children are formally assessed at least every term using a mixture of formative and 
summative assessment.  

• Formal record keeping of Foundation Subjects occurs on Pupil Asset.  This is analysed by the 
class teachers and Subject Leaders. 

• To support these assessments, an ‘Emerging’, ‘Expected’ and ‘Exceeding’ assessment pack is 
kept for each class. These contains all the Chris Quigley milestone and are RAGGED half 
termly. 

• Each class has a ‘Progression’ document which contains all the Chris Quigley Milestones. This 
is updated half termly to show which milestones have been taught. It is passed up at the end 
of each year. 
 

Review 

This policy is due to be reviewed in 2 years. 

 

 

 


